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“I began my career as an elementary school teacher, and have always wanted to bring 
the same rigorous standards to teaching younger children,” said Waterfield. “When Joe 
and I were at the Goddard School, we very aware that very few had licenses from the U.S. 
Department of Education, and even less were licensed as private, preschools. That was 
astounding to us. And, what was even more disturbing was that some of those schools, 
and they still do to this day, claim all of their teachers have degrees. But what they don’t 
reveal to parents is that their teachers may or may not have degrees in early childhood 
education. That is shameful!”

Children Know Best 

A visit to the Malvern School is a joyful experience. Each facility, which Scandone insists 
meets his tough design and construction standards, is a place where children—from infants 
to kindergarteners—can steep themselves in a creative learning environment. Classrooms 
are colorful places, filled 

with posters, murals, maps, wall hangings, musical instruments and much more, and 
are specifically designed to teach young children valuable life lessons. Curriculums are 
developed for each individual age group, according to Waterfield, and each must achieve 
specific educational goals. “While our curriculums are always being updated to reflect the 
best practices in the field, our teachers do have the flexibility to design their own lesson 
plans,” Waterfield added. “That gives them the ability to focus on the needs of each and 
every student, and they literally give each parent a daily recap of how their child is doing 
both educationally and developmentally.” 

Waterfield said that teachers from elementary schools in Pennsylvania and New Jersey 
are applying to work for the Malvern School in record numbers. And, parents of Malvern 
students generally have nothing but positive things to say about the school. 

“We have been extremely pleased with our child’s progress since she has entered Malvern’s 
Pre-K class. Her educational strides are a source of pride for her and our entire family. My 
daughter is thriving in your program; we both love it,” said one satisfied parent.   

For more information, visit www.malvernschool.com or call (877) MALVERN.

This article has been reprinted with the permission of Montgomery Living Magazine.


